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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
The date printed on the wrapper of each 
paper denotes the time when the subscription’ 
i ocenannnetaimeenenmmmmneatl 
Zhe Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
for to-day, tn this region, cloudy and.threaten- 
ing weather, with occasional rain or snow, 
northerly, possibly backing to westerly, winds, 


generally lower barometer, stationary or higher 


—_— 

A very. complete survey of: the field with 
reference to elections to. the United States 
Senate i afforded in our columns this morn- 
ing. Ts from our correspondents de- 
séribe idaituation in. Ohio, Minnesota, Ne- 
braska, Indians, Connecticut, New-Jersey, 
Massachusetts, Delaware, Georgia, and ‘Ten- 
nessee. “On the whole, the prospect ‘for in- 


of Indiana, would “be a great improve- 
Bh eral McDowaun, . He 
‘more credit than any other 

se, fo ring almost” wholly: cured 


; THE FORRIGN TRADER . 


erally. The ries yah 
they are in his usual vigorous manner, are 

although, as he ad- 
mits, his predictions as to Gen. GARFIELD’s 
rae sade a upon his estimate of Gen. 


y's Character, rather: than ‘his. 


‘of’ the’ ‘purposes of 

of’ the United States. 
ae ve oss opinion ‘concern- 
ing the future of. the. Democratic -Party, 
if that organization can be said to have a fu- 
‘ture, is.vastly more weighty ‘than his. vaticl- 
nations as.to the policy of: the Garfield Ad- 
ministration. -The Colonel thinks that what 
will..become of ‘the Democracy is» not 
so*much a matter of ‘prediction’ as 
of ‘history... “He, considers ‘the party . al- 
ready dead, “but, by way, of , fore- 
cast, he says that the Democratic Party 
will not -have strength -enotigh four yeats 
from now'to put: its candidates in the field. 
The soundness of this view is more probable 
when we considerthat the Democratic lead- 
ers, in the campaign that has just closed, 
seemn” to “have vied with each other in their 
efforte to leave the party in a state of ruip. 

eee 


UNITED STATES, 

We are enabled by the Jast quarterly ‘re- 
port of the Buréan of Statistics to make « 
comparison between ‘the foreign trade of 
the country. for the fiscal year 1880 and’ that 


_| of the® fiseal year® 1879, each ending the 


80th of June. Both im imports and ex- 
ports. there hasbeen. large increase, 
though ‘that in- imports is -much the 
more considerable. ‘The total trade for 
1870 was §1,145,316,517; that. for 1880 
was '$1,491,001,009; the total increase was 
$846,584,582, or almost exactly 30 per cent. 
within the.twelvemonth. Of this increase 
$222,176,971 was in imports and $124,584, - 
582 in" exports;' that is’ ‘to say, the imports 
gave 19 per cent. increase on the total trade, 
and the exports.11 per cent. ‘This is cer- 
tainly a remarkable showing, and one on 
which the country has a right to congratulate 
itself. It would not be difficult to exaggerate 
the importance which our foreign trade pos- 
sesses relative to.our domestic ‘trade, but as 
we possess no detailed figures of the latter, 
and. in our m statistics only con- 
fused indications of its real dimensions, 
character, and distribution, it becomes ex- 
‘tremely interesting to trace the course of for- 
eigh trade. This affords the’ most intelli- 
gible evidence of the extent of our 
comimercjal activity. ‘and of? its direction, 
It throws, of course,-much “light upon ‘the 
actnal-effect of our legislation affecting in- 
ternational commerce and home industries; 
but of these at present we do not propose 
to. speak, confining ourselves to the gen- 
eral features of the picture which the statis- 
tics present, of our business intercourse with 
other nations, the development of our re- 
sources, ‘and the use we are making of them 
in various'lines. 

Our imports, as we have said, increased | 
during the fiscal ‘year 1880, in round num- 
bers,. by. $222,000,000. Of this ‘increase 
about 80 per cént. was in goods which paid 
no Gnty,; and about 70 per cent. in dutiable 
articles. Of the free. imports, the incresse 
‘tnhides and skins other than fur ‘was the 
largest, being a. little over $14,000,000. 


\} Next in importance was coffee, $18,. 


te “any en Pa - 


000,000," ‘and then ‘tea, @ little over 
$5,200,000. “Phe other articles show- 
ing ® considerable increasé were notably 
those employed in our manufactures, . such 
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$61 each. In’ 1880 we sent 182,756 cattle 
branporgh Ser recgie i ‘the: 


In 1879 we. 

weight, or s. total: 

In 1880 we va 

ticle at $7,441; 

85,000,000 pounds, and the average price was 
$8 78 per hundred-weight., ‘Such items as 
these in our’ tables of ate encourag- 
ing 98 showing that, should the demand 
for our wheat and Indian. corn, fall 
off; we tay depend to some ‘extent 
upon . the market for our» meat and 
animals. But .very extraordinary .as has 
beta the growth of this export, ‘itis still’ in: 
significant compared with that of the grains 
mentioned,. Both fresh and salt meats and 
animals, added to preserved: meats and lard, 
only reached some $52/000;000.of total ex- 
ports, while wheat was sént abroad to the 
value ‘of $191;000,000; flour to $85,000,000; 
and Indian corn to $56,000,000, in all nearly 
$180,000,000. . Cotton alone. Was also. $162, - 
000,000, 


The most obyious, and immediate infer- 
ences to be drawn from ' these. statistics 
are, however. ehcouraging on the whole, 
not without their admonitions as well, It is 
plain that the enormous increase in our ex- 
‘ports has been due to causes which aré to 
some extent fortuitous, It has béen in re- 
sponse to a. demand which unusually good or 
even average crops abroad ‘would materially 
reduce, so far as ‘concerns food-stuffs. « On 
the other hand, there has, been a steadily 
developing tendency to increase our imports, 
and though’ these have been very largely of 
raw materials for. our industries, there has 
been a decided’ advance in the demand for 
direct consumption. . Were our- currency 
on a permanently..sound basis, this 
tendency would gradually adjust itself with- 
out ‘risk of serious, or, at ‘any rate, of dis- 
astrous, consequences, But -with the cur- 
rency which we really employ, a change in 
the balance of trade anda demand for the 
export of gold would produce disturbances 
which can be readily foreseen and ought to 
be provided against. 

cree] 
HART AND HEWITT. 

Mr. AsrauS. Hewirr is now enjoying 
the bad eminence of -being, more than any 
other man, responsible. for the circulation of 
the forgery known as “the ‘Chinese letter. 
According to his .own, account, he has been 
on pleasant and friendly relations with Gen. 
GARFIELD, with whom ‘he was associated in 
Congress. “While maintaining this attitude 
toward. Gen. Garrratp, Mr: Hewiri re- 
ceived from him several letters which were of 
a personal, and friendly, character, .At least, 
this is Mr. Hewrrr’s own account of the 
matter. Very naturally; then, Mr; Hewrrr 
would be regarded as having some acquaint- 
ancé ‘with Gen. Ganrreip’s handwriting. 
Mr. Hanrr, the ‘publisher of the newspaper 
in which the forged letter first appeared, 
testified under oath as follows: ‘*We were 
not prepared to publish ‘it [the Chinese let- 
ter] until the handwriting liad been exam- 
ined by some one familiar with Garriziy’s 
handwriting.. We communicated with the 
Democratic National: Committee, There 
were in the rooms Speaker RAnpAuL, Mr, 
Hewrirt, Mr. Barwum, and - about ten 
others. In consequence of what was said 
by persons: representing themselves famil- 
jar with Mr. ‘Ganrieup’s handwriting, 
we decided t publish it.” Against 
this. sworn testimony of Mr. Harr, Mr. 
Hewrrr asserts that he did not see the ‘letter 
in original.or copy until after it had been ‘ 


» | published in Hanr’s newspaper. And he 
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testimony Js absolutely worthless, An impar- 
tial public, asked to choose between Hanr’s. 
sworn testimony and Eiewrrr'e word, would 
de justified in rejecting Hewsrr. 

It should be noted, ‘also, that Hrkwe’s tes. 
timony refers'to facts, rather than to dates. 
What he swore to: was-that he was -un- 
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hed compared its “manual execution”” 

Gen. \GARFIELD’s letters. in his (Huwrrr’s) 
own possession, and. that’ he had no doubt 
that the Chinese letter was genuine, 

This should, settle Mr. Apram 8; Hewitt 
forever. . Maintaining toward: Gen. .Gar- 
¥IELD friendly and pleasant rélations, acting 
with him as a member of the same legislative 
body, this man comes into possession of let- 
ters from “his friend,’ When Hewrrr is 
shown a letter the. publication of which 
would certainly injure Garvretn’s/ chances 
of an election, this person avails himself of 
his position and of his *amicable relations 
with GARFIELD to give a temporary and 
fictitious value to a forgery. If Hawrrr had 
any doubt of the genuineness of the letter 
(and he might have liad many) lie 
refused to give his fellow-member and 
friend the benefit..of that. doubt, but pro- 
nounced that’ to ‘be getuine which has since 
been overwhelmingly proved to be a forgery. 
He has thus associated himself in the ut- 
tering of the forgery with miscreants of 
the lowest: order, two of whom are now 
under lock. and Key, after making full. con- 
feasion of theit crimes, As if conscious of 
his shameful predicament, Hewrrr has 
even gone to the length of contradicting 
himself, ‘asserting that he did not say 
what at a previous.;time he did - say 
in a printed. form sert’ out to. the press by 
his own committee, And) ‘finally, ' when 
Gen. GaRFre.p has denounced this letter as 
a forgery, when indubitable evidence proves 
that it never wag sent to\Liynn, and that no 
such person as the addressee of the letter 
was.ever known to any human. being, this 
man, who whimpers about an ‘attempt to 
break down his character, refuses to accept 
Gen, Ganrrmiy’s word ‘‘ until he is put on 
the witness stand and subjected to cross- 
examination,’ If thig is Mr, .Hewirr’s 
idea of honor and truth, he must. not be sut- 
prised if cautious people refuse, hereafter, 
to believe him under oath. 

Fa 
FRENOH AGRICULTURE. 

That American competition of which thie 
English farmer has had, for some years, a 
practical and increasingly painful experience 
is just beginning to awaken attention in 
France, It has not, excited there a feeling 
of alarm, asin. England, for the conditions 
of the two Countries in respect to the sources 
and distribution of ‘wealth are very 4dif- 
ferent, The land is much more. equally 
apportioned ‘among the population in 
France, and the actual ownership — of 
the soil he tills has. made the French 
farmer a more prosperous and independent 
person than the tenant farmer of England. 
His industry and sobriety, joined to his habits 
of thrift, we might almost say of parsimony, 
have given him a start in the world which 
not even the. competition. of the American 
farmer, with*all his.great natural advantages 


{ 





‘of cheap and fertile land, can overcome. He 


ig not only a Jandholder, but:a bondliolder 
as well. ’’The numberof landed »proprie- 
tors in France is 6,500,000, and. last 
year the number of holders of rentes was 
4,380,088, and in. 1878; 4,180,040, showing 


that the number of French people who have | - 


invested some portion of theit savings in the 
Government obligations is approaching that 
of the freeholders. A population of this 


imported. 641,176,000f. “worth of 

grain and flour, of which a large portion 

was drawn from America, gold being 
shipped to pay for it. 

These facts prove incontestably that the 

products of our adil are pushing their way 

into all quarters of the world, and every year 


ruined by us, or that a high taris? on bread- 
stuffs and provisions will be tequired to pro- 
tect it. ‘Indeed, the means of defense already 
suggested are of quite another kind, The 
French Government and aids 
agriculture to an extent. wholly unknown 
here. The: State dispenses large sums yearly 
in prizes, and to those who have suf- 
fered loss, through fire, storm, or 
Cattle  @iséase, © It keeps  fine- horses, 
sheep, and cattle in the various departments 
for breeding purposés, and two great bank- 
ing institutions, the Orédit Fonoier and 
the Orédit Agricole have been established to 
supply capital for agricultural development, 
It is to this fostering and parental care of the 
State that’ theoretical’ French farmers will 
look for means of defense against intrusive 
competition from without. The République 
Francaise calls for mote capital. and tech- 


| Di¢al instruction for. tillers of the soil, M. 


DE REINACH would have the .Government 
reduce the farmers’ taxes’ and reclaim 12, - 
000,000: acres of waste land by under-drain- 
ing and irrigation. 
is not favorable,”" says he, ‘but it only de- 
pends on us to change it.” No doubt the 
State can do much to better the condition of 
French agricultural-interests, but it still re- 
mains true that their main reliance against 
foreign rivalry is on the: industry and prac- 
tical good sense of the farmers themselves, 
—_—_—_— 


MARRIAGE LAW.. 

The recent marriage in New Jersey of an 
old man. and @. little girl 12, years old 
ought to attract attention to the necessity of 
modifying .our..marriage laws, The mag- 
riage has already ‘been dissolved, forthe hus- 
band, who. has 4 curious sense of humor, 
has just-shot and killed his wife “ for fun;’’ 


ashe explains; but that such a marriage ; 


“The present outlook | 
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boundary inte the next town, and marry to 
an extent to which they would never havé 
gotie had they not been stimulated by the 
desire to do: just what the law said they 
should not do, It must be accepted asa fact 
that men and women will marry. Our duty 
is to strive to regulate this. impulse toward 
marriage, and this can evidently be done 
most effectually by a stringent but intelli- 
gent license law. It'is hardly necessary to 
say that ministers should be‘strictly required 
to furnish only legal marriages, A gteat 
deal of the matrimony in common. use is of 
that weak and worthless kind that can be 
readily dissolved by the well-known Indiana 
and Connecticut ‘solvents... Let it once be 
made the law. that a minister is responsible 
for the .quality and durability of his mar- 
riages, and we shall hear no more‘of the dis- 
graceful prevalence of divorce. 
—_—_— 
Mice and rats seem to increase very rapidly 


tually kidnapped ; but the Chinese and British Gov: 
ernments destroyed the new slave trade seven o1 


with members of what is regarded as an inferior 
race: The hands of our people are, fortunately, 
clean of all eodlie crimes, It seems as if there 
conld be no coolie system without more or less 
glaring wrong. ° 
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Among the petroleum springs of Bak, on 


table lake of fire. The most famous of these con 
flagrations, to which the superstition of the natives 
gives the name of “ Shaitaan Noor,” Mevil’s Light} 
occurred’ in the ‘Autumm of 1972. It broke out in 
the middle of the’ night, and was déclared by a 
Russian naval officer, who -witnessed: it b seca 
deck of a gun-boat, to be the most striking specta 
cle hehad ever seen. The dheet of flame waved tc 
and fro in the wind like a flag, lighting up the shore 
for miles, and making every point and:rock clear as 
at midday. Far as the eye could reach the smooth 
water was all one red blaze, and the deep crimson 
glow which it threw into the sky was visible to the 
inhabitanta of severdt inland districts far out of 
sight of the sea itself. 
een 


GENERAL’ NOTES. 


oe 

Alréady reports come of 14 seats to be con- 
teated in the next Congress, all of the Southernand 
South-western States. 

The Little Rock ( ) Gazette consoles itself 
and thé Democrats with the thought that a strong 
opposition is necessary to the existence of a free 
Government, 

The. little son of a clergyman in Adrian, 
Mich., waa.overheard to say in his prayers. a night 
or:two since," O Lord, don’t let Christmas be long- 
er than four or five weeks.” 

The Detroit Free. Press, the leading Demo- 
_ eratic paper in Michigan, calls upon the National 
Demoeratic Committee to right the grievous wrong 
done by Barnum, Philp, and Hewitt. 

The Ludlow (Vt.) Tridwne reports the death 
of Gov. Smith’s fine Norman stallion, which he im- 


-ported last Spring at a cost of $2,000, and snys thas 


4 it isa greater loss than is implied Im his money 


should. ever have. been’ celebrated shows a | ; 


strange state of things in New-Jersey. The 
man had long been known as a habitual 
and confirmed husband, who had buried’a 
number of wives, and ‘he was no- 
torious as. half-witted perapn. Nevertlie- 
less, an alleged minister, called the Rev. 
Japez Mansuant, is said to have married 
him to. his. child-wife without any visible 
compunctions of conscience. . 

-Matriage is’‘made so easy by the laws. of 


most of Our States that it is io wonder that | 


the practice has become’ ffightfully com- 


mon. Ministers, clergymén, magistrates, 
and Justices of the Peace, without sny re- 
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| omy, ashe will accomplah what, trap, 
and dog have notandcannot. - 


value, for he was the basis of great improvementin 
the horse stock of Vermont. 


The Galveston (Texas) News recognizes the 


“fact that the country objects to disturbing the com- 


monly tecognized result of the national election, 
pamela, headstrong members of the National 
Democratic Committee that it would require.a sac- 
cessful revolution to prevent the inauguration and 
continued Presidency of Garfield. 
The Petersburg (Va.) Index-Appeal advises 


.| that a convention of the Conservative 


‘Democratia 
Party: of that State be held at the earliest. practica- 


bie moment, to take into consideration s plan that 


shall bé a final settlement of the State debt issue. 
It is conceded of all sides, it says, that the McCul- 
loch bill is consigned to the tomb of the Capulets. 


: Ex-Senator Dorsey denies, in a note to the 


| ized in March. . He says: ““ Tyerved. a8 a, member 


ue 
i 


& 
Be 


efor cor ahs baal paleytooy 2A alone, if 
there were no other reasons, would prevent me ao- 
eepting the subordinate position indicated. But 
beyond this, I im note candidate for: that oe) Say 
other place, and shall accept none.” 

The Charleston (8: C.). News of bre 
remarks: “The Morey letter is evidently a forgery, 
and it is pleasant to see that the perjured witnesses 
for the defense are likely to find themselves at aa 
early day ina dungeon cell. A vigorous. prosecm 
tion of campaign forgers, irrespective of party, 
will have a healthful effect upon politicians gen 
erally.” This is very good, but it goes too far, 


3 


Only one party has been guilty of the despicable 


o 


meanness of forgery. 
- The members-elect to the Legislature of Texas 


ne are not aa well qualified as they may become by and 
| by, if tliere ts any pertinency in the remark of the 
Galveston ‘News when it says: 


“The géntlemen 
elected to: the next Legislature will have several 


an } months’ time in which to inform themselves as to 
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It might.-not be a bad idea et. the same time to fa- 


themselves with tactics, 90 


Gov.., Davis, of Maine, has issued  proclama- 


| tion declaring that 57,015 votes bibs ee 32 
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